These proverbs deal with the subject of wealth and poverty, a subject that involves the material aspect of life, and one that is dealt with extensively throughout the Word of God. That this subject is dealt with so extensively by God in His Word shows the importance and the impact of such upon lives, and that there is a Biblical view of the subject. The material is a large part of daily life and there must be a proper spiritual perspective concerning such! These proverbs are not a prohibition against financial success, for neither wealth nor poverty are indicative of spirituality, but how one becomes rich or poor, and one's attitude toward wealth and poverty are indeed indicative. God neither commends or condemns wealth or poverty, but He does condemn and warn against some methods of obtaining wealth, such as theft, injustice, and oppression, and He does condemn certain attitudes toward wealth such as covetousness. 
That Solomon, a man of great wisdom and wealth dealt with this subject shows that it is a subject that requires the "wisdom that is from above" Throughout history it has always been the case that some people are rich and others are poor, and no matter what the economic structure, or philosophy this will always continue to be the case [Deuteronomy 15:11; Matthew 26:11]. Therefore what the Word of God says upon the subject is always relevant. With so many misconceptions both in the world, and amongst God's people concerning this subject of wealth and poverty, and because of the great effect and impact that it can have not only upon the way that people live, but also upon the way that people think, it is of extreme importance to have a Biblical view (wisdom) upon the subject. What is said here is not meant as a blanket statement, but is a representation of the common misconceptions and mistakes both of the "rich" and the "poor" The words "The rich man's wealth is his strong city" corresponds to Proverbs 18:11 and speaks of a self-sufficient attitude that is common amongst the "rich" It is a common misconception of the "rich" to view their wealth as a "strong city" In other words, it is the common mistake of the "rich" to find a sense of safety and security in their wealth. On the other hand, "the destruction of the poor is their poverty" A common misconception and mistake of the "poor" is to think that they are ruined because of their poverty. Their poverty takes away their spirit and fills them with great fear and despair. The two statements of this proverb reveal that there is a destructive mindset common to both the "rich" and the "poor" as the result of placing too much security in wealth. Both the "rich" and the "poor" can place too much safety and security in wealth, and when this is so, the "rich" become self-sufficient, and the "poor" become despondent! "He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: but the righteous shall flourish (prosper) as a branch" The first part of this proverb speaks of those who have little or nothing, but to pretend to live as though they have great riches, either out of pride, or with a desire to gain reputation. The second part of the proverb speaks of those who are wealthy, but live in such a way as to cause people to believe that they are poor.
"The poor is hated even of his own neighbor: but the rich hath many friends" [14:20].
This proverb contrasts the social problem of the "poor" with the fact that many desire to befriend the "rich" and this coincides with Proverbs 19:4.
"Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity (honesty, righteousness, strength), than he that is perverse (perverted, wicked), in his lips, and is a fool" Though they are the same as far as their condition and needs before God; yet God has appointed one to rule over the other.
"The rich man is wise in his own conceit; but the poor that hath understanding searcheth him out"
Again, what is said here is not a blanket statement concerning the "rich" and the "poor" One of the lessons of this proverb is that wealth does not inevitably imply wisdom, and poverty does not inevitably imply foolishness. The "rich" are of course not always spiritually wise, and the "poor" are not always spiritually ignorant. The first part of this proverb addresses a great danger and tendency of the "rich" that being, developing a spirit of self-sufficiency and pride The one who is truly "wise" will not allow the material wealth of the world or the lack thereof blind him or hinder him as to the true riches, which are spiritual. The one who possesses the "wisdom that is from above" will always give spiritual wealth priority over material wealth, and will not allow the material to be the determining factor concerning the Lord's will for their life.
